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Kyle Beardsley is an associate professor of political science at Duke University.  He also serves as the co-director for 

the International Crisis Behavior data project. He has published research on the political impacts of third-party 

involvement--including mediation and military interventions--on conflict dynamics, the determinants of conflict 

diffusion, the role of gender in peacekeeping operations, and the impacts of nuclear weapons on conflict outcomes.  

 

Leo Blanken is Associate Professor in the Department of Defense Analysis at the Naval Postgraduate School.  He 

has published scholarly work on military planning and intelligence in counterinsurgency operations, determinants of 

imperialism, and the use of wartime assessments in military operations. He has a co-edited book on Georgetown 

University Press entitled Assessing War: The Challenge of Measuring Success and Failure (2015). 

 

Shannon Lindsey Blanton is a professor of political science and Dean of the Honors College at the University of 

Alabama at Birmingham. She has published studies on the determinants of U.S. arms transfers, the impact of arms 

imports on human security through human rights, democracy, and human development in developing countries, and 

human rights as a determinant of U.S. foreign aid.  

 

Mia Bloom is Professor of Communication at Georgia State University and conducts ethnographic field research in 

Europe, the Middle East and South Asia.  She has published academic research on terrorism, rape during wartime, 

the use of child soldiers, and the role of gender in terrorism. She previously served as term member on the Council 

of Foreign Relations. 

 

Mark Crescenzi is a Bowman and Gordon Gray Distinguished Term Professor of political science at the University of 

North Carolina, Chapel Hill. His research explores the effects of reputation, domestic political institutions, and 

economic interdependence on both conflict and cooperation in the international system. He has a forthcoming book 

on reputation and learning in world politics and work on neighborhood effects on civil war under review.  

 

Sarah Daly is an assistant professor of political science and Faculty Fellow at the Kellogg Institute for International 

Studies at the University of Notre Dame. She has published research on insurgency onset, civil war recurrence, 

ethnic politics, organized crime, state-building, and transitional justice, with a particular focus on Latin America. Her 

book, Organized Violence After Civil War: The Geography of Recruitment in Latin America (2016), explores the 

determinants of remilitarization and demilitarization of armed organizations in the aftermath of peace agreements. 

  

Kristine Eck is an associate professor at the Department of Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University.  Her 

research interests include the organization and behavior of actors in armed conflict, focusing particularly in the 

origins and dynamics of recruitment and violence. She has published research on the determinants of rebel 

recruitment during conflict, determinants of violence against civilians during civil war, and linkages between 

ethnicity and the severity of conflict.  

 

Jennifer Erickson is an associate professor of political science and international studies at Boston College. She is 

the author of Dangerous Trade: Conventional Arms Exports, Human Rights, and International Reputation (2015). 

Her publications address states’ commitments to arms trade agreements, the diffusion of arms export norms, arms 
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embargo compliance, and the linkages between arms exports and conflict, democracy and human rights in recipient 

countries.  

 

Stephen Gent is an associate professor of political science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, studying 

the role of external actors in international and civil conflicts. His publications examine the effects of third party 

involvement on human security outcomes, the determinants of adjudication and arbitration in conflicts, and the 

effectiveness of third party conflict resolution mechanisms. 

  

Colby Goodman is the director of the Security Assistance Monitor where he leads research and analysis on U.S. 

foreign security assistance around the world. Before joining the Security Assistance Monitor, Mr. Goodman was 

the Deputy Director of the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs Regional Center based in Togo. He has 

worked for several civil society organizations as a researcher and advocate covering arms control and security 

assistance issues in Asia, Central America, and the Middle East. 

 

Caroline Hartzell is a professor of political science at Gettysburg College. She has published research on the effects 

of power sharing settlements on the durability of peace following civil wars, the effects of domestic and international 

institutions on civil conflict, and the determinants of democracy in the post-conflict period. She is editor of Conflict 

Management and Peace Science, the journal of Peace Science Society (International). 

 

Reyko Huang is an assistant professor at the Bush School of Government & Public Service at Texas A&M University.  

Her publications examine the determinants of democratization following civil wars, state capacity building, and the 

determinants of rebel diplomacy. Her book, The Wartime Origins of Democratization: Civil War, Rebel Governance, 

and Political Regimes (2016), explores the social and institutional impacts of violent rebellion and their effects on 

postwar political regimes. 

 

Amira Jadoon recently received her PhD in political science from the Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, 

located at the University at Albany, New York. Her research explores the linkages between foreign aid, conflict 

severity, and violence against civilians, as well as the effectiveness and the impacts of economic sanctions on 

foreign aid and human security outcomes.  

 

Amber Jitts is a PhD candidate at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, 

Switzerland. She was the Arms Expert for the United Nations’ Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group in Nairobi, 

Kenya, and the Bureau Chief for Conflict Armament Research in Geneva. She also served as Principal Adviser in the 

Firearms Programme at INTERPOL.  

 

Madhav Joshi is Research Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Notre Dame's Kroc Institute 

for International Peace Studies and the Associate Director of the Peace Accords Matrix (PAM). He has published 

research on the effects of peace agreement design and implementation on post-conflict peace and the 

determinants of democracy after the termination of civil war.   

 

COL Carl D. Kelly is Chief of Staff for the US Army’s 1st Special Forces Command (Airborne) at Fort Bragg. He served 

in Iraq from 2004 to 2006 and helped to establish the Iraqi Counter Terrorism Force. He served as the Combined 

Joint Special Operation Task Force Afghanistan Operations Director (J3) from July 2012- 2013 and as the Deputy 

Operations Group Commander for the Joint Readiness Training Center at Fort Polk, Louisiana. 
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David Kinsella is Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Portland State University.  His 

publications investigate linkages between the arms trade and conflict, determinants of arms production, and the 

effects of arms transfers on militarization in developing countries. He is coauthor of World Politics: The Menu for 

Choice, tenth edition (2013). 

 

Rachel Kleinfeld is a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, where she focuses on issues 

of rule of law, security, and governance in post-conflict countries, fragile states, and states in transition. She is the 

author of Advancing the Rule of Law Abroad: Next Generation Reform (Carnegie, 2012), chosen by Foreign Affairs 

magazine as one of the best foreign policy books of 2012. 

 

Stephen Lennon is the Director of the Office of Transition Initiatives (OTI) in the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict and 

Humanitarian Assistance at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  He is a practitioner in 

contingency operations including post-conflict political transition and stability operations. Prior to working with the 

U.S. Government he worked for a decade with the International Organization for Migration in numerous post-conflict 

reconstruction and humanitarian environments throughout the world.   

 

COL (ret) Anthony S. Lieto is a Department of the Army Civilian and the Chief of Governance Planning and Deputy 

Division Chief for the Security, Reconstruction, and Transition Division in the U.S. Army Peacekeeping and Stability 

Operations Institute (PKSOI). He has over 31 years of experience serving in U.S Army, where he served in numerous 

assignments including security assistance and peacekeeping operations in USCENTCOM and USAFRICOM. 

Additional deployments include Bosnia (Operation Joint Guard), Operation Provide Comfort (Northern Iraq), 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) and the US Senior Defense Official in Yemen 

and Pakistan conducting security assistance, security cooperation, and training and advising missions in support of 

operations. 

 

Lora Lumpe is the advocacy director for security sector governance at the Open Society Foundation in Washington 

D.C.  She develops and oversees advocacy initiatives that promote the transparency and efficiency of U.S. foreign 

military assistance abroad. She previously served as Research Director for the Norwegian Initiative on Small Arms 

Transfers (NISAT) at the Peace Research Institute, Oslo. 

 

Carla Martinez Machain is an associate professor of political science at Kansas State University. Her research and 

publications focus on the linkages between counterterrorism operations and foreign aid, the effects of U.S. military 

operations on host states’ human rights performance, and the effects of air power in interstate conflicts. Her most 

recently published article explores whether counterterrorism militarizes foreign aid flows. 

 

Arturo Matute serves as the Guatemala Analyst at the Crisis Group in Guatemala City.  He specializes in conflict, 

security, governance, development, conflict prevention, and human rights issues in Guatemala and throughout 

Central America.  He has previously worked for numerous international organizations to include the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID), RTI, UNDP and GIZ conducting research, managing and advising on projects.  

 

Jeff Pickering is Professor and Head of the Department of Political Science at Kansas State University. He has 

published research on the determinants of military intervention and the impacts of intervention on social, political 

and economic outcomes, including quality of life, post-conflict state building, and economic growth.  
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Lindsay Reid is an assistant professor of political science at the University of California, Davis, specializing in 

international relations and comparative politics. Her research focuses on civil conflict, quality of post-conflict peace, 

and conflict resolution, and she examines how peace agreements, power sharing, and mediation influence the 

quality of peace after the termination of civil war.   

 

Jorge Restrepo is an associate professor in the Department of Economics at Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in 

Bogotá, Colombia and Director of CERAC-Centro de Recursos para el Análisis de Conflictos (Conflict Analysis 

Resource Center). His research centers on the analysis of armed conflict and violence and its impact on 

development.  

 

Belgin San-Akca is Assistant Professor of International Relations at Koç University in Istanbul, Turkey. Her research 

studies terrorism, insurgency, the role of ethnic, religious, and political identity in inter-state relations and the 

empirical applications of IR Theory, and the Middle East Conflict. She has published studies on the determinants of 

international support for non-state armed groups and the linkages between terrorism and democracy.  

 

Matt Schroeder is a senior researcher at the Small Arms Survey where he studies the arms trade, arms export 

controls, and the illicit proliferation of small arms and light weapons. He has published in Arms Control Today, 

Foreign Policy, Jane’s Intelligence Review, and the Small Arms Survey yearbook. Previously he served as the director 

of the Arms Sales Monitoring Project at the Federation of American Scientists. 

 

Patricia Sullivan is an associate professor in the Department of Public Policy and the Curriculum in Peace, War, and 

Defense at UNC-Chapel Hill. Her research explores the utility of military force as a policy instrument, the effects of 

foreign military aid and assistance provided to both state and nonstate actors, and factors that affect leaders’ 

decisions to initiate, escalate, or terminate foreign military operations.  

 

COL Christian Watt is Professor and Associate Dean of Air War College Resident Programs at Maxwell Air Force Base.  

He is a command navigator and has previously served in numerous military operations abroad, to include 

Operations IRAQI FREEDOM, PROVIDE COMFORT, DENY FLIGHT, and SOUTHERN WATCH. He served as a military 

advisor in Iraq and was charged with the the TAA (Train, Advise, Assist) and equip missions to build security capacity 

for the Iraqi Government. He received his PhD in political science from UNC.  

 

Reed Wood is an associate professor in the School of Politics and Global Studies at Arizona State University. His 

current research investigates the causes and implications of women’s participation in armed resistance movements, 

the influence of female representation in national legislatures on peace durability and conflict resolution, and the 

influence of development and other forms of foreign aid on patterns of violence during civil conflicts.  
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